Hebrews - Lesson 8
3rd Warning:  Danger of Not Maturing

Scripture Memorization:  Philippians 3:13, 14.

Read Hebrews 5:11-6”12.

The author of Hebrews has just discussed Christ’s Priesthood but is compelled to 

interject another warning.

1.    What is the main message of this warning?

2.    “Dull” in the Greek means “sluggish, slow, or numb.”

    a. How do the cross references of John 16:12 and Matthew 13:15 shed added light

         on these Jewish Christians? 

    b. What are some of the causes of its problem?
Evaluate
   c.  Could this be said of you?

3.a. What are the spiritual problems of this group of Jewish believers?  Hebrews 5:11-14.

   b .From these same verses, what are the marks of spiritual maturity?

4.a. What does the author mean by “solid food?”

   b. Why can’t infant Christians handle “solid food?” 

5.a. From verse 14, how does a mature believer “have their senses exercised to discern

       both good and evil?”  

   b. How might these Jewish believers have been failing to train themselves to discern

       both good and evil?
Evaluate
   c. How are you doing on training yourself to distinguish good from evil?
Think about
   d. Can you be absorbed in movies, TV, and pulp fiction and still mature?  Explain.


6.    When you see a “therefore” in scripture, you are always to go back to see why
      

       it’s there.  Therefore, what is the connection between Hebrews 5:11-14 and


       Hebrews 6:1-3?


7.    What does it mean to repent from dead works?

8.    There are several ways to interpret the difficult verses of Hebrews 6:4-6.

       Here are three possible solutions.  Pick one and back your selection with scripture.

       1) Christians can actually lose their salvation by walking away from Christ.  It is

       impossible to be saved a second time.

       2) These verses refer to professing Christians , not genuine ones.  Describe experiences  


that fall short of salvation.


     3) This passage pictures a hypothetical situation (note change of pronouns in verses 


         1-3 and verses 4-6. “If he could lose his salvation then there would be no further 


         provision for repentance.”


9.    How would falling back into the externals of Judaism subject Christ to public shame  

      and in effect crucify him again?  Verse 6

         10.a. How are those who don’t mature or fall away like the land?  Verses 7, 8.
              b. Would this illustration be a good motivation not to fall away?  Explain

  c. Would verse 10?
         11.a. How is laziness (sluggishness  v.12) related to Hebrews 5:11-14?
Evaluate
  b. What aspect of Hebrews 5:11-6:12 do you need to take action on?  

         12.a. Place an x on the scale as to how you rate yourself in your present level of  spiritual    
                 growth.   ___________________________________________________________________________
unborn

infant

toddler

child

adolescent
young adult
adult

   b. How long have you been at this level?

   c. Is God happy with your condition?

   d. If not adult or mature adult, what steps do you need to take?
